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President’s Report 2020-21 PURA Activities

Assembled by Norman Long, President

Three outdoor tours of the Haan Museum Sculpture Garden.

Created a video tour of the flowerbeds and plantings around the Purdue main campus
followed by a live session on Zoom explaining how Purdue Grounds prepares and
maintains the many plantings on campus.

Sponsored a common Read for PURA members on Letters to Neil Armstrong by James
Hansen.

Conducted a virtual Zoom with Purdue Archives on how they acquired a flight collection
of the Armstrong letters.

Sponsored a Zoom call on the virus responsible for COVID-19 and the various
approaches being used to create vaccines.

PURCare and Medicare Advantage Plans were extended unchanged for 2021 with lower
premiums and utilization continues to exceed 2600 PURA members.

An evaluation of the negotiations for the 2021 insurance package was completed and
the results will be implemented during negotiations for the 2022 package.

Alternatives to the PURCare plan were considered and it was determined any changes at
this time would not be desirable.

PURA was again represented on the Purdue Retirement Plan Committee, the University
Compensation and Benefits Committee and on the University Parking and Traffic
Committee.

The “Organizing My Affairs” document was reviewed, updated, and technically
corrected thru the efforts of Ken Scheeringa and the Benefits Committee with its rollout
expected in early 2021-2022.

Assistance was given to Purdue HR with COVID information for the Road to Retirement
presentations.

Continued monitoring government activity related to Affordable Healthcare and Tax
Code revisions.

Prepared several informational benefits related articles for the PURA newsletter.
A virtual Purposeful Living in Retirement Zoom program with Dr. Phillip Low speaking
about “Drugs in the Pipeline for Treating Human Disease” was offered in place of the

popular PLIR in-person program cancelled due to the COVID pandemic.

The Beck Center was reserved for an April 20, 2022 in-person PLIR event.



PURA’s initial virtual meeting was created to replace the annual in-person Kick-off
Luncheon in September. Vice President, Bill Bell was the featured speaker, presenting
Purdue’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Created the Media Communications Committee to facilitate monthly PURA meetings via
Zoom and to create an archive of the meetings on the Website for PURA.

With the passing of our long-time webmaster, Jim Daniel, Julie Kercher-Updike agreed
to become our webmaster. Along with Jennifer Redden, Connie Bilyeu and Scott
Ksander, the webpage is being kept current and under the control of the Media
Communications Committee.

Implemented the use of Qualtrics as an electronic tool to cast ballots for election of
officers and passage of needed changes to the Bylaws and Policy Procedures Manual.

Modified distribution and formatting, as well as moving to an ADA compliant email of
the monthly PURA Newsletter through the Purdue Development Office and the
application of Salesforce software.

Continued the “Gold Star” PURA News with 10 monthly interesting and informative
issues. Major topics included:

Issues on COVID around campus

Tech bytes by Scott Ksander

Numerous confessions of a book addict by Jo Thomas

A variety of hands on road trips by Karen Lembcke

Clever/unique articles by Connie Bilyeu

Sally’s Advice Column by Sara Jane Coffman

True Tales of an Entomologist by Tom Turpin

Norm’s Presidential Notes

Tips from the Purdue Nursing Center by Chris Rearick

A current Calendar of Purdue campus and PURA events

Historic highlights of the Purdue “All American” marching band
Retiree Drive-thru flu shots

Virtual Tours of Campus highlights with John Sautter

Re-opening of the Purdue Union Club Hotel and restaurant

A review of the many PURA committees and United Way Campaign
PURA Student Scholarship recipients

Purdue Bell Tower

Purdue Day of Giving

PMO Virtual Christmas Show with Behind the curtain look at the 2020 Purdue
Christmas Show and its production
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o Enhancing communication with Purdue Northwest and Purdue Fort Wayne
campus retirees

o Moving PURA to a new office in the 2550 Building

o Preparing for future Zoom coverage and leadership transition
Zoom attendance for monthly PURA programs has consistently exceeded past in-person
meetings and prompted the PURA Executive committee to continue Zoom coverage
with new equipment now and Zoom coverage into the future as in-person meetings
resume.
Program topics for 2020/2021 included:

o Long Range Weather forecasting by Chad Evans — Channel 18 Meteorologist

o Tech Toys & Relevant Technology by Scott Ksander

o Holiday Fun Event with Tom Turpin and Henrietta

o Fireside Chat about COVID-19 by Pamela Aaltonen - Purdue School of Nursing

o Role of the Area Plan Commission by Sallie Fahey — Tippecanoe County

o Climate Change 2021 by Jeffrey Dukes — Purdue Forestry & Natural Resources

o The Real State of the Economy by Charlene Sullivan Krannert School of
Management

o Use of Drones in Monitoring Corn Fields by Bob Nielsen — Purdue Agronomy
Department

o Update on Purdue Discovery Park District by Jeremy Slater, Vice President PRF

o Scams aimed at Seniors by Marian Liu — Purdue School of Nursing
Continued growth of the PURA Student Scholarship and the POA Endowment in honor
of Martin and Patty Jischke with financial assistance awarded in 2021 to 19 Purdue
Students.
47 donors made contributions to the PURA student scholarship endowment and 8
donors made contributions to the PURA Purdue Opportunity Award in honor of
Martin/Patty Jischke.
Overall, the two endowments grew $49,550 and $2,644 respectively during 2021.
An anonymous donor gifted $50,000.00 for matching (dollar for dollar) money for the
two scholarship endowments
Day of Giving for Purdue brought in approximately $43,000 to the two endowments
There were 50 handmade PURA Ornaments purchased resulting in another $500.00
being given to the scholarship fund.
The PURA Executive Board awarded $350.00 to the Scholarship in honor of the service
rendered to PURA by 10 retiring officers, committee chairs and committee members.
PURA endowment information was kept before the PURA membership in three
avenues:

o PURA newsletter articles from August through April

o Email information to PURA members in September, December, and April

o Monthly Zoom meetings with selected recipients giving the Pledge to the

American Flag December thru April.

23 PURA Hospitality and Executive Board members in conjunction with Custom Plus
Pharmacy, planned, staffed, and hosted, the first ever, four day drive-thru flu shot



program for retirees at the Lafayette VFW on Duncan Road. In total 1,242 retirees and
spouses received flu shots.
e PURA was granted a $17,000.00 Allotment from Purdue for programs and operations.



Benefits Committee Annual Report 2020-2021

A. Committee Members:
*Charles Brown

*Betty Nelson

*Fred Ford

*Don Gentry

*Larry Pherson, Chair

*John Beelke

*Sue Hiser

*Harry Morrison

*Leon Thacker

*Marta Read

*Emily Bramson

*Sandy Oswalt

*Carolyn Roper

*Judy Hack

*Peter Goldsbrough

*Tom Turpin

*Norm Long

*William Bennett

*Kate LaMar, ex-officio
*Candace Shaffer, ex-officio
*Michele Salla, staff/secretary
*Hannah Austerman, staff/secretary

All members from 2020-21 have agreed to continue service to the Benefits Committee and
PURA through 2021-22. In addition, Rick Cosier has recently agreed to serve on the Benefits
Committee.



B. Mission/Purpose:

Purdue University Policy 1V.3.1, Status and Privileges of Retired Faculty and Surviving Spouses
and Children, originally issued on May 10, 1971 and revised December 12, 2001, outlines the
specific benefits extended by the University. It is the purpose of the Benefits Committee to
expand upon and add to the specific University policies which contribute to the wellbeing of
retirees. The primary responsibilities of the Benefits Committee are to assure the provision of
comprehensive, affordable medical plans for retirees, negotiate with insurance providers,
evaluate changes, monitor services and investigate alternatives where advantages may be
gained. The committee strives to keep retirees aware of additional University benefits and
privileges and promotes program improvements where possible. The Benefits Committee is
also responsible for assuring representation on the Purdue Faculty Compensation and Benefits
Committee, Parking and Traffic Committee and the Retirement Plan Committee.

C. Committee Goals 2020-2021:

1) Complete negotiation of the 2021 Insurance plans for both PURcare and Medicare Advantage
by August 31, 2020 with the target of keeping premiums as low as possible, while maintaining
top of the line coverage.

2) Promote via the Newsletter and direct mailings, 2021 premiums and plans by September 30,
2020.

3) Discuss a Medicare Advantage Plan as a possible alternative to PURCare and make
recommendations by March 31, 2021.

4) Continue participation in the activities of the Parking and Traffic Committee, the Retirement
Plan Committee and the Faculty Compensation Committee.

5) Actively engage in the Purposeful Living in Retirement (PLIR) Conference and the Road to
Retirement Programs.

6) Promote the broad range of benefits available to University Retirees via articles in the PURA
Newsletter.

7) Continue to monitor actions of external organizations (state and federal governments and
organizations involved in the delivery of healthcare services and products) to assess the
possible impact of these actions for PURA’s members.

D. Accomplishments 2020-2021:

1) Working with University staff and healthcare consultants, PURcare and the Medicare
Advantage Plans were extended for 2021. Both plans remained unchanged. The premium for
Medicare Advantage, which is $178.26 per month, was a reduction of $19.81/month (10%). The



monthly premium for PURcare decreased slightly from $281.80/mo. to, $281.43/mo. Utilization
of these insurance plans continues to be in excess of 2,600 members.

2) An evaluation of the negotiation of the 2021 insurance package was conducted during the
Fall of 2020. Recommendations resulting from that evaluation will be utilized during the
negotiation of the 2022 insurance package.

3) The Committee considered alternatives to the PURcare plan and determined that due to the
exceptional elements of the PURcare plan, any change at this time would not be desirable.

4) During 2020-2021, Fred Ford was the PURA representative to the Purdue Retirement Plan
Committee; Carolyn Roper was the representative to the University Compensation and Benefits
Committee and Larry Pherson was the representative to the University Parking and Traffic
Committee.

5) The technical issues existing in the “Organizing My Affairs” document were identified,
corrected and tested. Rollout of the new and Improved “Organizing My Affairs” is expected
during the early part of 2021-2022.

6) The following are examples of the Committee’s communication and marketing efforts:

a) Assistance to HR staff with “Road to Retirement” presentations were limited due to
COVID.

b) Presentation at the annual Purposeful Living in Retirement conference was canceled
due to the COVID.

c) Prepared articles for the PURA Newsletter.

7) Continued monitoring governmental activity relating to Affordable Healthcare and Tax Code
revision.

All'in all, the Benefits Committee had a successful 2021-2022 and was quite busy.



Campus and Community Activities Committee Annual Report 2020-2021

The goal of the Campus and Community Activities (CCA) Committee is to offer educational,
informative, and entertaining activities of interest to members of the Purdue University
Retirees Association and their guests. As a rule, committee activities do not require chartered
transportation or collection of registration fees. Reservations are accepted to assure that
adequate space and/or seating is available. Limitations of the number of reservations accepted
is determined by the activity and venue. Announcements of events are placed in the PURA
newsletter, through e-mail, and at the monthly luncheon programs when they are in operation.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, committee activities during the year were limited and modified
from what has typically been done in the past. Most of the events were conducted virtually.
Four events were offered during the 2020-21 academic year. The year’s activities were as
follows.

August/September, 2020

At the beginning of the academic year, the committee organized three outdoor tours of
the Haan Museum Sculpture Garden on August 22, September 5, and September 15, 2020. The
garden is located behind the Haan Museum of Indiana Art at 920 E. State Street in Lafayette.
The tours were led by docent Sally Carter and featured 25 sculptures by Indiana artists in
various media including metal, stone, glass, and ceramics. The garden, designed and cared for
by Brenda Carton and her team of volunteers, is landscaped using native Indiana wildflowers. It
is handicap-accessible and even has a garden theater with stage for outdoor performances.
There is also a nature trail on the grounds. Because of COVID-19 restrictions and the need for
social distancing, each tour was limited to just 6 people, so a total of 18 PURA members and
guests participated.

October 2020

Working with four members of Purdue’s Grounds Department (Phil Richey, Grounds
Manager; Jeff Woolard, Crew Chief; Cathy Alkire, Greenhouse/Horticulture Specialist; and
Stephanie Synesael, Greenhouse/Horticulture Specialist), the committee created a video-based
virtual tour of flower beds and other plantings on Purdue’s grounds. The video was made
available to PURA members on YouTube (https://youtu.be/IUKMmGWi5sk). Then, as a follow-
up, the members of the Grounds Department conducted a live session via Zoom on October 13
in which they explained how plants are grown from seed each year, the flower beds are
prepared, and the beds are maintained throughout the growing season. The team then
answered questions from PURA members attending. More than 350 people viewed the video
tour of the campus grounds, and 12 PURA members attended the Zoom follow-up session.

November 2020

As has been the custom over the past several years, the committee sponsored a
Common Read for PURA members. This year’s Common Read featured A Reluctant Icon: Letters
to Neil Armstrong by James R. Hansen from the Purdue Press. Tracy Grimm, Associate Head of
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Archives and Special Collections and Barron Hilton Archivist for Flight and Space Exploration,
conducted a virtual presentation on the book for interested PURA members via Zoom. During
the talk, she discussed how the Archives came to possess its flight collection including Neil
Armstrong’s letters, and she highlighted several interesting letters from the book. She also
showed a video clip from CBS This Morning — Saturday featuring James Hansen, the book’s
author and Neil Armstrong’s biographer, who discussed letters written to Armstrong. Nine (9)
PURA members attended the Common Read virtual session.

March 2021

The committee sponsored a special Zoom talk on the virus responsible for COVID-19 and
the various approaches that are being used to create vaccines. On March 15, Professor David
Sanders of the Department of Biological Sciences, an expert on virology, gave a Zoom
presentation for PURA members in which he discussed the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the stages of the
virus life cycle, and how vaccine manufacturers exploit different phases of the virus life cycle to
create vaccines. Following the informative presentation, Professor Sanders answered questions
from those in attendance. A total of 77 PURA members attended the event.

The members of the committee are pleased to have been able to offer limited programming for
PURA members during this year, despite the many challenges created by the COVID-19
pandemic and restrictions on public gatherings. We look forward to being able to return to our
more customary in-person campus and community activities in the coming year.

Committee Members:
Al Knight

Sharon Kraebber
Mary Alice Nebold
Dick Nelson

Debby Sherman

Jim Lehman, chair
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Communications Committee Annual Report for 2020-2021
Committee Members: Karen Lembcke, Chairman

Connie Bilyeu

James R. Daniel

Jo Ann Thomas — Article Contributor
Mission/Purpose:

Our mission is to produce an interesting and informative newsletter, PURA News, which is
sent to our membership on a monthly basis for 10 months of the year. Since PURA is not as
active during July and January, we combined the months of June and July and January and
February. Our mailing list includes all retirees and their spouses from the West Lafayette
Campus, Northwest Purdue campuses and the Fort Wayne Campus.

Communications Updates:

This past year brought several changes to our committee. We mourned the sudden death of
James R. Daniels in December, 2020. Jim was an excellent “behind-the-scene maintainer of the
PURA website and suddenly we were forced to adjust our procedures, and obtain additional
assistance to maintain the level of quality that our retirees were accustomed to seeing. A new
Media Communications Committee was formed to assist in the logistics of PURA’s website
along with other technical issues that have been occurring. This committee will be maintaining
the PURA website with information/content provided from our committee. The
Communications Committee will be working closely with the Media Communications
Committee in that they will be involved with the logistical aspects while the Communication
Committee will be involved with the content.

The University Development Office informed PURA that they had installed a new Sales Force IT
System which would be ADA compliant and wished to work with PURA in sending out our PURA
News. This meant a major change in the formatting of the PURA News and Connie spent many
hours to produce a final copy that was acceptable to the branding that we had formulated. A
few changes that the retirees would notice in that they can select which articles to read versus
scrolling through the entire formatted copy. Hopefully, they will still be interested in enjoying
the newsletter in its entirety. One advantage of this change is that eventually it should
streamline our behind-the-scene assembling, and proofing of the newsletter.

2020/2021 PURA News Recap:

The following is a summary of the PURA News articles that occurred in each issue for the past
year. Each edition contains the regular features of: Norm Long’s President’s Notes; the
Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo Ann Thomas; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander; Road Trip
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by Karen Lembcke; a health-related article by Chris Rearick, MSN, RN Purdue Nursing Center for
Family Health; Campus Calendar; and Mark Your Calendar of PURA events.

May 2020 -- Around Purdue, an article relating to issues on COVID-19 around campus; PURA
Leadership Transition Postponed; PURA Congratulates Hannah Austerman on the birth of her
daughter; Purdue President Emeritus Steven Beering Dies at Age 87; How Do You Float Your
Boat? An article relating to Archimedes and the Civil Engineering students building a canoe out
of concrete; Staying Well Physically and Emotionally During Social Distancing by Chris Rearick;
Bubble Wrap On Your Mind article; Gotta Laugh! Article; Days to Celebrate in May; Musical
Interludes; Poor Tom! By Tom Turpin; Tech Bytes - Technology in the time of COVID-19 by Scott
Ksander; What Are PURA Members Up To?; Addendum to April’s Bob Friend Article; Smile
Corner by Sara Jane (Sally) Coffman—"How I’'m (Not) Coping with the Coronavirus”; Virtual
Adventures; and Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events.

June/July 2020 -- PURA Transitions to New Leadership with picture of the new President Norm
Long, President-elect Bill Bennett and outgoing President Tom Turpin; Listing of the PURA
Officers and Committee Chairs, 2020-2021; 2020 PURA Kickoff To Be Held Virtually SAVE THE
DATE; A Year to Remember — President’s Report by Tom Turpin; PURA Recognizes Outgoing
Officers, Committee Chairs, and Committee Members; Norm’s Notes; Did You Know? Historic
Highlights of the Purdue “All-American” Marching Band; Quick Simple Tips To Boost Your
Immune System This Summer by Chris Rearick; What to Celebrate in July; Gotta Laugh! Article;
Musical Interludes; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo Thomas; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott
Ksander on “Creating a Digital Family Archive”; Smile Corner By Sara Jane (Sally) Coffman
article, “They’re Only Weeds If You Don’t Want Them”; Looking For August Music Selections
article; Retiree Flu Shots; Visit Indiana Giants; Movies Under the Stars; Featured an article on
hearing tests offered by the Audiology Department; and a flyer from the Department of Speech,
Language and Hearing Sciences Department regarding free adult services via telepractice.

August 2020 - Norm’s Notes: 2020 Retiree Flu Shots; PURA Fall Kickoff Scheduled for Sept. 14;
SAVE THE DATE— September 9, 2020 — Purdue Day of Giving with 50,000 Matching Dollars
Available; Road Trip article on the Heritage Trail and the Quilt Gardens beginning at Elkhart, IN;
“What Do Your Fingernails Say About You?’ by Chris Rearick; What to Celebrate in August;
“What are PURA Members Up To?” by Eugene Matzat; Featured Purdue Retiree, article by
Isobel Miller; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander, PhoebeCam; Smile Corner By Sara Jane (Sally)
Coffman, “Retirement 101: Never Having Enough Money”; Another of Indiana’s Giants, picture
of the largest paintball; Musical Interludes, Get Up and Dance!; Mystery Reading for a Plague
Year by J.C. Bilyeu; and Visit Our National Parks Virtually.

September 2020 -- Norm’s Notes: Included information on PURA’s Fall Kickoff and Flu Shots for
Retirees; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander on “Zooming...”; Reminder: September 9 is the
Annual Purdue Day of Giving article; Road Trip! by Karen Lembcke on the Coffee Creek
Watershed Preserve, Chesterton, Indiana; Fall Wellness Screenings; “I Miss My Hair!” by Chris
Rearick; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo Thomas; Renovations Complete, Horticulture
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Garden Shines in the August Sun by Connie Bilyeu; Smile Corner by Sara Jane (Sally) Coffman,
“The Couch”; What to Celebrate: September article; PURA Member John Sautter Narrates
Virtual Tours of Campus; Musical Interlude: Can Classical Music be Funny? Why, Yes!”; Did You
See These Purdue Stories? Purdue Identifies the First African-American Female Student to
Attend Purdue; Purdue Union Club Has Reopened, Following Extensive Renovations; Popular
Purdue Wine Appreciation Course Now Offered Online; and Purdue Podcast: Sounds of Purdue
And the World.

October 2020 -- PURA October 5 Virtual Monthly Meeting, recap of meeting presentation by
Weatherman, Chad Evans; PURA 2020 Common Read Virtual Discussion On November 9;
Purdue University Retirees Association Health Insurance Plans Renewed for 2021; Norm’s Notes
which included information on the September Kickoff & Future Zoom Meetings, the Flu Shot
Program, 2020 United Way Campaign and a review of PURA’s Committees; President’s Council
Offers Virtual Programs; Retiree Presence On Campus: Visiting Purdue During the COVID-19
Situation; PURA Student Scholarship Endowment Recipients Number 12 for 2020-2021
Academic Year; Center on Aging and the Life Course (CALC) Fall Symposium Goes Virtual; What
to Celebrate in October; Rosacea by Dr. Julianne Stout, M.D.; Fall Wellness Screenings; To Stay
in Touch, Make Sure PURA Has Your Current Email Address!; Smile Corner by Sara Jane (Sally)
Coffman, “The Challenges of Working at Purdue”; Tribute to Jane Beering by Brooke Sammons,
RLA, ASLA, LEED AP, Purdue Grounds Department; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo Thomas,
“Who dunnit?”; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander, “Re: Zooming...”; Road Trip! “Champ the
Great Dane” by Karen Lembcke; October 2020 Campus Calendar; 2020 United Way Campaign Is
Underway!; Indiana’s Giant Pink Elephant; Musical Interlude: by Connie Bilyeu, “Women of the
Guitar”; and article on Zoom Connection Information for PURA Meetings.

November 2020 -- November 2 Virtual Monthly Meeting: Annual Look At Technology; Happy
Birthday, Purdue Bell Tower!; Reminder: Common Read Discussion Coming Up November 9,
featuring the book “A Reluctant Icon: Letters to Neil Armstrong”; Norm’s Notes featuring “A
New Normal”, Update on the United Way Campaign and the Flu Shots and the Monthly
Meetings; Over $36,000 Donated on Purdue Day of Giving; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo
Thomas; Road Trip! Greensburg, Indiana by Karen Lembcke; Fall Pumpkins Bring Pumpkin Seeds
and Pumpkin Seeds Bring Magnesium! by Chris Rearick, MSN, RN; Reminder: Fall Wellness
Screenings Continue; Long-Range Weather Forecasting topic of October Monthly Meeting;
PURA Members Learn about Purdue Grounds Maintenance During Virtual Tour; PURA Tech
Bytes by Scott Ksander, “We Live in CHALLENGING Times”; Where Can | Find PURA’s Monthly
Meeting Recordings?; Smile Corner by Sara Jane (Sally) Coffman, “Feeding the Squirrels”;
November 2020 Campus Calendar; What to Celebrate in November; Purdue’s History of Horror
Tour; Musical Interlude: by Connie Bilyeu “Just” Voices? Hardly!”; Did You See These Purdue
Stories? Featuring information on: Flu vaccines are important, but so is keeping other
immunizations updated; Technology shines the light on ovarian cancer treatments; All-terrain
microrobot flips through a live colon; This beetle can survive being run over by a car; Innovation
spins spider web architecture into 3D imaging technology; and Here’s a wine tour you can take,
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or give as a gift, anytime, anywhere (virus or no virus); To Stay in Touch, Make Sure PURA Has
Your Current Contact Information!; Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events; and information on
Zoom Connection Information for PURA Meetings.

December 2020 -- Winter Lights llluminate Academic Park; 2020 PMO Christmas Show; Purdue
Departments Moving to New Building; Preventative Dental Plan Discontinued; Norm’s Notes:
which included information on December Updates on United Way, the Flu Shot Program, PURA
benefits and the monthly zoom meetings; PURA’s Student Scholars Speak Out: Alyssa Hudgins,
Samuel Laird, Shamari Walker, and Esther Kirgiss; PURA Scholarships—Great News!; Year End
Giving: Double Your Gift While Supporting Indiana Students; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo
Thomas; Mark Your Calendars: 2021 PLIR Virtual Presentation with Dr. Philip Low; PURA 2020
Common Read— “A Reluctant Icon: Letters To Neil Armstrong” by Mary Alice Nebold, Campus
& Community Activities Committee; Stay Warm! Chris Rearick, MSN, RN; What to Celebrate in
December; Road Trip! PNW’s Gabis Arboretum, Valparaiso, Indiana by Karen Lembcke; Benefits
Available To Purdue University Retirees; Who Qualifies as an Official Retiree?; PURA Tech Bytes
by Scott Ksander, “The Truth About Holiday Cookies”; PURA Tours Haan Museum Gardens;
Christmas Lights!; Smile Corner by Sara Jane (Sally) Coffman, “Don’t Forget Your Thank You
Notes”; December 2020 Campus Calendar; Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events, and Zoom
Connection Information for PURA Meetings.

January/February 2021 -- Purposeful Living In Retirement, April 21, 2021: Don’t Miss This
One!; February, March, April Monthly Meetings via Zoom; Retiree Directory/PURA Web Site
News; Norm’s Notes: What’s Next? Includes following information: PURA Is a Vibrant
Organization; News and Projects Enhancing Our Communication with Purdue Northwest and
Purdue Fort Wayne Retirees, PURA’s Physical Office Moved To New Building, By-Law
Enhancements And New Officers, and PURA Monthly “Meeting” Zoom Calls; PURA’s Student
Scholars Speak Out: Thank you responses from Sierra Cox, Alex Newhall, Jackson Williams, and
Adam Cseh; To Stay in Touch, Make Sure PURA Has Your Current Contact Information;
Fibromyalgia by Chris Rearick, MSN, RN; Confessions of a Book Addict: Two for the Price of One
by Jo Thomas; PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander, “ApplelD and @purdue.edu Email”; Road
Trip! The Ren Art Walk, Rensselaer, Indiana by Karen Lembcke; Smile Corner by Sara Jane (Sally)
Coffman, “Sally’s Advice Column”; January/February 2021 Campus Calendar; Notable February
Birthdays; Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events; and Zoom Connection Information for PURA
Meetings.

March 2021 -- DON’T MISS THIS ONE! Purposeful Living in Retirement- April 21, 2021, “Drugs in
the Pipeline for Treating Human Disease”, by Dr. Philip Low, Presidential Scholar for Drug
Discovery and Ralph C. Corley Distinguished Professor of Chemistry at Purdue University; March
1 Zoom Meeting Topic: Climate Change 2021: An Update on Impacts and Solutions; Norm’s
Notes: PURA Business and Purdue Computer Equipment/Software For Retirees Discontinued;
PURA Web Site/Retiree Directory News; Late Breaking News—Special Event: Vaccines for SARS-
CoV-2, the Virus that Causes COVID-19; Jerry Day Recommended For PURA President-Elect;
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Proposed PURA By-Laws Changes; PURA’s Student Scholars Speak Out, Part Ill: Thank you
responses from: Hailey Furniss, Jordan Keuneke, and Alexis Puente; Purdue Day of Giving, SAVE
THE DATE—April 28 with 15,000 Matching Dollars Available; Flaky Skin? by Chris Rearick, MSN,
RN; Confessions of a Book Addict: This Is How It Happened by Jo Thomas; PURA Tech Bytes by
Scott Ksander, “Passwords!!!!”; Road Trip: Kankakee Sands by Karen Lembcke; True Tales of an
Entomologist by Tom Turpin; Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events; March 2021 Campus
Calendar; Notable Historic March Events; and Zoom Connection Information for PURA
Meetings.

April 2021 -- Time to Register for Purposeful Living in Retirement, April 21, 2021; PURA
Newsletter Changes On The Horizon By Norm Long and Scott Ksander; April 5 Zoom Meeting
Topic: The Real State of the Economy; Norm’s Notes: Proposed By-Laws Changes and Proposed
Slate of Officers; PURA Program Committee 2021-22 Is Looking for New Members; COVID-19
Info From UnitedHealthcare For PURCare and PURA Medicare Advantage plan members: March
2021 Update; PURA’s Student Scholars Speak Out, Part lll: Responses from: Cameron Gregson,
Hannah Thomas, Karen Barillas and Joshua Priest; Reminder: Purdue Day of Giving; What Is The
Most Common Arthritis? by Chris Rearick, MSN, RN; Book Review, Echoes of War by Jo Thomas;
PURA Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander, “You Want Me to Fax This To You!?!!?!”; Road Trip: Hoosier
Hill by Karen Lembcke; True Tales of an Entomologist by Tom Turpin; Notable Historic April
Events; April 2021 Campus Calendar; Mark Your Calendars! PURA Events; and Zoom Connection
Information for PURA Meetings.

May 2021 -- Welcome current & new PURA News Readers; May 3 Zoom Meeting Topic: Use of
Drones in Monitoring Corn Fields; Norm’s Notes: On the Horizon includes information on The
PURA newsletter, Upgrading our email list, In-person meetings, Preparing for future Zoom
coverage, Leadership Transition, and More volunteers — The need for more PURA volunteers is
critical!; PURA Website/Retiree Directory News; Confessions of a Book Addict by Jo Thomas;
Walking is Free! By Chris Rearick, MSN, RN; Purdue Opens Vaccination Site to Retirees; PURA
Tech Bytes by Scott Ksander, “Cutting The Cord — Revisited”; Purdue Research Participation
Opportunity; Road Trip! The “Garfield Trail” by Karen Lembcke; What Changes Are Happening
On The West Lafayette Campus? Find Out by Touring Virtually; True Tales of an Entomologist by
Tom Turpin, “New Method for Killing Tomato Hornworms”; Notable Historic May Events; May
2021 Campus Calendar; Mark Your Calendars! Upcoming PURA Events; and Zoom Connection
Information for PURA Meetings.
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Hospitality Committee Annual Report 2020-2021

Committee Members:

Linda Hawkins — Chair
Marjorie Boeckman
Donna Cackley
Deborah Popa

Michele Salla

Hubert Schmieder
Terry Wade

Judy Ware

Marilyn Wolber

Bill Bennett — ex officio

Norm Long — ex officio

Mission/Purpose

The Hospitality Committee encourages retirees from all sectors of the University to take part in
PURA’s ongoing activities such as the fall Kick-off Luncheon, the monthly luncheons (currently
at the VFW), and other special events.

The Committee may serve in a liaison capacity for special events, such as the flu shot
administration, health fairs, retirement receptions, etc. The Committee also strives to improve
communications to retirees and pre-retirees and gather ideas that might result in interesting
new programming for PURA.

Here follows a summary of the past years’ events:

In June 2020, Judy Ware spearheaded the moving of all the table decorations used for the
monthly luncheons from Bill Bennett’s garage to a storage room at the VFW. After purchasing
storage bins, she and helpers Michele Salla, Deb Popa, and Viki Taylor sorted the decorations
into appropriately labeled bins, which will make decorating go smoothly once we can begin to
meet for luncheons again.
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During four days in September and October, members of the Hospitality Committee, along with
PURA board members and other volunteers, staffed the many stations needed to successfully
offer flu shots to Purdue retirees during the first ever drive thru event. A total of 23 retirees
volunteered for this event.

The Committee lost one member this past year with the passing of Hubert Schmieder in August
2020. We are actively looking for more new members and look forward to being together in
person very soon.
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PURA Kickoff Zoom Annual Report 2020-2021

Committee Members

Viki Taylor, Co-Chair

Karen Ferry, Co-Chair

Kay Branson

Deb Dimmitt

Gail Overholser

Pam Staggs

Norm Long, PURA President, ex-officio

Bill Bennett, PURA Vice President, ex-officio

The 2020 Annual PURA Kickoff Event, was presented virtually via Zoom, due to the COVID-19
Pandemic, September 14, 2020, and originated from the PRF Atrium at the Kurz Purdue
Technology Center.

The Kickoff Committee enlisted the assistance of Scott Ksander, PURA Information Technology
Liaison, and PURA Board members to develop and execute a virtual version of the annual
Kickoff event.

The Zoom event began at 12:45 pm with a Prelude count-down featuring a slide presentation
featuring music and Purdue trivia facts, ending with a video of the Purdue Glee Club singing
“Hail Purdue” at 2:00 pm.

124 participants joined the Zoom presentation. Several took advantage of the Zoom chat
feature at the end of the program to ask questions of the presenters, inquire about PURA
offerings, and make suggestions concerning future PURA endeavors. The chat inquiries were
addressed at the end of the Zoom event, as time permitted, or were discussed via email after
the event.

The featured speaker for the event was Bill Bell, Vice President for Human Resources at Purdue
University. His topic was Purdue University’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Betty M. Nelson and the Arthur G. Hansen Awards were not awarded in 2020 but will be
addressed in 2021.
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Purposeful Living in Retirement Committee Annual Report 2020-2021

Committee members: Melinda Bain, David Caldwell, Jeris Eikenberry, Martha Fletcher, Mary
Gardner, Mary Hood, Chris Johannsen, Sue Scholer, Chair Olivia Wood, Consultant Scott
Rumble, Tom Turpin, President Norm Long. Purdue Office of Development Event Coordinators:
Kelsey Bush, Hollyn Culley.

The purpose and goal of the Purposeful Living in Retirement (PLIR) Committee is to plan and
execute an annual conference to cover topics of interest to retirees and guests. The PLIR
committee did not physically meet during the 2020-21 program year due to Covid-19
restrictions and there was not a 2021 PLIR conference. There was a virtual PLIR presentation on
April 21, 2021 with Dr. Philip Low who had been scheduled as the keynote speaker for the 2020
PLIR. Dr. Low is the Ralph E. Corley Presidential Scholar in Chemistry and Director of the Purdue
Institute for Drug Discovery. He spoke on “Drugs in the Pipeline for Treating Human Diseases”.
A tape of the presentation is available on the PURA web site. There were 192 registrants
including 22 guests for the virtual program with 91 logging for the presentation. The log in
participation does not reflect the actual viewership since more than one person shared the
screen for most of the registrants. Due to the success of PURA monthly meetings utilizing Zoom
participation, the 2021 PLIR virtual program was marketed via PURA emails versus a direct
mailing to local PURA members. The 2021 virtual program was coordinated by Special Events of
the University Development Office. Studio and production aspects of the virtual program were
provided by Elliott Hall of Music with an anticipated fee of $1500.00. There was no solicitation
of sponsorship fees for the 2021 virtual meeting. One major sponsor, United Healthcare, and 2
co-sponsors, Westminster Village and University Place, had requested PURA keep their
sponsorship fees which had been received prior to the cancellation of the 2020 conference.
Those fees are being used to cover the expenses of the 2021 program with those sponsors
being acknowledged in writing and at the presentation for their support. There will be a final
financial report for 2020-2021 filed for the Archives.

In anticipation of resuming a full PLIR conference in 2022, all current PLIR sponsors and co-
sponsors were contacted in April 2021, prior to their 2022 fiscal year planning, to anticipate
invoices for the 2022 conference in November 2021 with a due date in February 2022. Major
sponsors Fidelity and TIAA were requested to increase their sponsorship fee from $2500 to
$3000 to facilitate all the sponsors identified as “major” at the same $3000 sponsorship fee.
Co-sponsors were not asked to increase their fee of $500 but did receive the 2022 invoice
information before their fiscal planning for 2022.

In March 2021 the new Tippecanoe County Fairground facilities were toured as a potential PLIR
conference site. In June 2021 discussions will begin with Purdue Conferences to explore their
fee structure and coordination functions. At this time, in anticipation of a 2022 PLIR, the Beck
Agriculture Center has been penciled in for April 20, 2022.



Submitted by Olivia Bennett Wood, Chair, PLIR
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PURA Program Committee Annual Report 2020-2021

Program Committee Mission

The Program Committee provides a program for PURA members during the monthly luncheon
meetings on the first Monday of each month except the month of September. The committee
sets the luncheon meeting schedule for the coming year beginning with October and running
through August of the following year. If the first Monday of the month falls on a national
holiday, PURA does not meet that month. The annual “Kickoff” luncheon is normally held in
early September.

The program committee chair is responsible for recruiting members to serve on the committee.
Ideally the committee would have enough members so that each one would coordinate and
host just one luncheon program speaker each year. The role of moderator/convener for
running the luncheon meetings is the responsibility of the PURA president. The program
committee hosts are responsible for meeting the speaker upon arrival, helping them set up,
providing their lunch, and introducing them to the audience.

A Year of Being Flexible

Covid-19 led to the cancellation of all PURA events after early March of 2020. Once it became
obvious that the pandemic was not going away quickly new ways to meet and offer
programming were explored. The June Board meeting was held via Zoom and planning got
underway to hold the September Kickoff event via Zoom with the assistance of Scott Ksander.
The decision was made to resume “lunch time” programming via Zoom in October.

Since a Transition Meeting was not held in 2020, program planning was conducted by email.
Three programs postponed from 2019-2020 were rescheduled and based on committee
feedback additional programs were selected and speakers secured. Planning only two to three
months out gave flexibility if in person events might resume soon. Of special note was the
Holiday Fun Event in December featuring a behind the curtain look at the virtual PMO
Christmas Show presented by Bill Griffel, PMO Director.

Out of adversity and change good things do happen. Lunch time Zoom attendance (in
parenthesis on program listing) was higher than historic in person numbers for almost all
programs. Retirees who have moved away from the Purdue community were happy to be able
to join us virtually. When we return to in person programming the plan is to continue with the
virtual Zoom option. This allows our audience to be larger and our program recordings can be
archived.

Program Committee Policies and Procedures were revised to remove references to MCL and
make them less location specific. Several members have opted to leave the committee at the
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end of the year and recruitment of new committee members was a challenge this year leading
to a smaller committee roster. As of this writing a new Chair is also needed.

Thank you to the program committee members for their efforts and flexibility in working with

our speakers this year. Planning for 2021-2022 will be a part of the annual Transition Meeting
to take place via Zoom on June 2, 2021.

PURA Program Committee Members — 2020-2021

NAME EMAIL ADDRESS START DATE

Sue Abney abney706@comcast.net 2016-17

Dan Collins decollins.retired@yahoo.com 2019-20
Jerry Day ililday@comcast.net 2018-19

Becky Moyer mskittyl3@hotmail.com 2019-20
Reuben Peterson reubenmail@yahoo.com 2017-18

Tom Robertson robertti@purdue.edu 2017-18

Ken Scheeringa kens@purdue.edu 2019-20

John Schneider sjasers@aol.com 2014-15

Becky Theller incornerlot@comcast.net 2018-19

PURA LUNCH TIME PROGRAMS FOR 2020-2021

DATE TOPIC/SPEAKER COORDINATOR

October 5 Long Range Weather Forecasting (Chad Evans, Chief
Meteorologist, Channel 18) ZOOM (80) Ken Scheeringa

November 2 Tech Toys & Relevant Technology Topics (Scott
Ksander) ZOOM (120) Jerry Day

December 7 Holiday Fun Event ZOOM (150) Jerry Day


mailto:abney706@comcast.net
mailto:decollins.retired@yahoo.com
mailto:jljlday@comcast.net
mailto:mskitty13@hotmail.com
mailto:reubenmail@yahoo.com
mailto:roberttl@purdue.edu
mailto:kens@purdue.edu
mailto:sjasers@aol.com
mailto:incornerlot@comcast.net

January 4

February 1

March 1

April 5

May 3

June 7

July 5

August 2

Fireside Chat about COVID 19 (Pamela Aaltonen,
Professor Emeritus, School of Nursing) ZOOM (180)

Role of the Area Plan Commission in Tippecanoe
County (Sallie Fahey, Executive Director) ZOOM (110)

Climate change 2021: An Update on Impacts and
Solutions (Jeffrey Dukes, Professor, Forestry and
Natural Resources and Biological Sciences) ZOOM
(150)

The Real State of the Economy (Charlene Sullivan,
Professor, Krannert School of Management) ZOOM

(130)

Use of Drones in Monitoring Corn Fields (Bob Nielsen,
Professor, Agronomy) ZOOM (110)

Update on Purdue Discovery Park District (Jeremy
Slater, Asst. VP Real Estate and Facilities, PRF) ZOOM

Holiday — 4t of July Celebrated

Scams Aimed at Seniors (Pi-Ju (Marian) Liu, Professor,
School of Nursing) ZOOM
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Jerry Day

Tom Robertson

Jerry Day

Becky Theller

Reuben Peterson

Dan Collins

Tom Robertson
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Primary Goal: The primary goal of this committee is to continue growing the PURA scholarship
endowments to provide funds to assist as many Indiana students with significant

financial need as possible. Additionally, this committee will mentor the scholarship

recipients of the PURA Purdue Opportunity Award (POA) in Honor of Martin C. and Patty

Jischke.

Scholarships Awarded: Financial assistance totaling $11,300 was awarded from PURA
scholarship endowment income for the 2020-2021 academic year. PURA Student

Scholarship recipients received $500.00 and PURA POA recipients received $1,400.

These f

students. Student selection and award amounts are administered by the Division of

unds are a portion of a complete financial aid package offered to Indiana

Financial Aid.

The PURA Student Scholarship Endowment made awards to seventeen students:

Karen Barillas, Education, Goodland, Indiana

Adam Cseh, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, South Bend, Indiana

Chase Edwards, Purdue Polytechnic, Danville, Indiana

Hailey Furniss, Exploratory Studies, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Cameron Gregson, Management, Greenwood, Indiana

Esther Kirgiss, Hospitality and Tourism Management, Lafayette, Indiana
Jordan Keuneke, Pharmacy, Huntertown, Indiana

Samuel Laird, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Alex Newhall, Exploratory Studies, Connersville, Indiana

Everett Pfeifer, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, West Lafayette, Indiana
Joshua Priest, Science, Indianapolis, Indiana

Alexis Puente, Health and Human Sciences, Indianapolis, Indiana
Hannah Stettler, Veterinary Medicine, McCordsville, Indiana

Hannah Thomas, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, North Manchester, Indiana
Shamari Walker, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, Hommond, Indiana
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Jackson Williams, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, Thorntown, Indiana
Dillon Yoder, Purdue Polytechnic Institute, Syracuse, Indiana

The PURA POA Endowment in Honor of Martin C. and Patty Jischke made awards to two
students:
Sierra Cox, Liberal Arts, Mitchell, Indiana
Alyssia Hudgins, Engineering, LaPorte, Indiana

Communication with Students: The Scholarship Committee Chair requests the following
information from a University Development Office representative: student
name, degree area, hometown in Indiana, address, email address and cell phone
number (sometimes the phone numbers are not available) and photograph of
the student. The University Development Office routinely asked the students for
letters of appreciation or thank you letters. Those are forwarded to the
Scholarship Committee Chair. A welcoming email is sent to all of the students
inviting them to participate in the monthly lunches and this year to monthly
zoom meetings. With the creation of the Media Communication Committee, the
ability to record students in the future will eliminate the conflicts with class
schedules and hopefully result in more participation and exposure to the PURA
members.

Scholarship Balance: The Book Value of the PURA Student Scholarship Endowment as of April
30, 2021, was $199,591.87. The March 30, 2020 Book Value was $150,041.64, resulting
in an increase to the endowment of $49,550.23. The Book Value of the PURA POA in
Honor of Martin C. and Patty Jischke was $52,694.44 as of April 30, 2021. The March
30, 2020, Book Value was $50,050.44, resulting in an increase to the endowment of
$2,644. Itis important to note that the April 30, 2021, balances in these endowment
accounts did not reflect the April 28, 2021, Purdue Day of Giving gifts.

Donors and Gifts: Forty-seven donors made contributions to the PURA Student Scholarship
Endowment. Of these individuals, eleven had never previously made donations and
eighteen made multiple donations during the past year. Eight donors made
contributions to the PURA POA in Honor of Martin C. and Patty Jischke. Of these
individuals, one was a new donor and the remainder had made multiple gifts over the
last several years.

An anonymous donor gifted $50,000 for matching money for the two scholarship
endowments. The match is dollar for dollar. There is no time limit for distribution of
the matching dollars and the funds have been deposited in the PURA Activities and
Opportunities Fund and will be transferred to the scholarship endowments as members
make specific donations to either the PURA Student Scholarship Fund or the PURA POA
Endowment in Honor of Martin C. and Patty Jischke. Matching money was first available
for the September 9, 2020, Purdue Day of Giving.
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Because of the COVID lockdown, the April 2020 Purdue Day of Giving was delayed until
September 2020, giving this PURA year three distinct giving opportunities — Purdue Day
of Giving September 9, 2020, Year-End Giving December 2020 and Purdue Day of Giving
April 28, 2021. It is easier to report Purdue Day of Giving donations than year-end
donations, as the Purdue Day of Giving totals are identified on the website for that
event. Consequently, over $36,000 was contributed on September 9, 2020 and
approximately $7,000 was contributed on April 28, 2021, to the two endowments.
University Development provides the donor names and addresses for Year-End Giving
with a total gift amount. Each of these contributions was matched dollar for dollar.
Specific contributions:

PURA Student Scholarship Endowment PURA POA in Honor of
Jischke
September 2020 $36,505 September 2020 $255
April 2021 6,458 April 2021 670

Until this past year, Purdue Day of Giving contributions had averaged about $5,000.
PURA members were very generous this past year. To a $15,000 anonymous gift, PURA
members gave additional donations of slightly more than $21,000 in September 2020
and donated another $7,000 in April 2021. Both events were above the previous
average.

Communication: The PURA Scholarship Endowments were kept before the PURA membersin a
variety of ways:

PURANews articles:

August 2020: Save the Date for the Purdue Day of Giving 9/9/20. Article
highlighted excerpts from student thank you letters.

October 2020: Article identifying scholarship recipients.

November 2020: Article detailing donations for Purdue Day of Giving.

December 2020: Article identifying an additional 5 scholarship recipients.

December 2020: Article requesting Year-End Donations to the scholarships.

December 2020: Four student thank you letters with student photographs.

January/February 2021: Four student thank you letters with student

photographs.

March 2021: Save the Date for Purdue Day of Giving 4/28/21. Article
highlighted total contributions from members over the last five years.

March 2021: Three student thank you letters with student photographs.

April 2021: Four student thank you letters with student photographs.

April 2021: Reminder to give on Purdue Day of Giving 4/28/21, with pictures of
students.

Email to PURA members:
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September 8, 2020, reminding them to contribute on Purdue Day of Giving
9/9/20 with dedicated link to make contributing seamless.

December 15, 2020, reminding members to make Year-End contributions to the
two scholarships.

April 27, 2021, reminding members to contribute on Purdue Day of Giving
4/28/21 with dedicated link to make contributing seamless.

Monthly Zoom Meeting: Five scholarship recipients recited the Pledge of Allegiance at
the beginning of the monthly zoom meetings followed by a brief interview by the
PURA president. Most of these interactions were filmed by Scott Ksander prior
to the meeting as a convenience to student location and class schedules. These
are the meetings and students:
December 7, 2020 — Adam Cseh, PURA Student Scholarship recipient
January 4, 2021 — Esther Kirgiss, PURA Student Scholarship recipient
February 1, 2021 — Alysa Hudgins, PURA POA recipient
March 1, 2021 — Sierra Cox, PURA POA recipient
April 5, 2021 — Shamari Walker, PURA Student Scholarship recipient

Thank you notes to donors from Scholarship Committee chair.

Ornaments Continue: There were 50 ornaments purchased this year. These were special
orders as well as Purdue themed ornaments requested from PURA members who knew
they were available. COVID restrictions on gatherings definitely affected this activity;
however, there was $500.00 donated from this source.

Committee Membership: All members will continue with the following exceptions:

Retiring Member: Dan Collins

New Member: Norm Long, Past President
Respectfully Submitted
Melinda Bain

Committee Chair

May 26, 2021
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Media Communications Committee 2020-21 Report

This was the first year for the Media Communications Committee. Scott Ksander was named
Committee Chair by the Board in October 2020. The first challenge was to continue the
monthly PURA meetings via Zoom and to make recordings of those meetings available on the
PURA webpage. Zoom meetings started in September 2020 and will continue even after PURA
returns to in-person meetings.

All of PURA was saddened by the passing of long-time PURA Webmaster, Jim Daniel, in
December. The new challenge was to get a new webmaster up-to-speed and keep the
webpage current. This was a very significant challenge. Julie Kercher-Updike agreed to
become Webmaster. A special thank you to Jennifer Redden for her assistance needs to put on
the record. She provided the momentum needed to get rolling. Julie Kercher-Updike
continued the challenging web development with assistance from Connie Bilyeu of the
Communications Committee and is now in full control of the webpage.

The Benefits Committee asked for help in getting the PDF form “Organizing My Affairs” back to
working order. Ken Scheeringa took on this task and worked on it over several months to not
only get it working but also add additional features that will make this document even more
valuable to the PURA membership. The Benefits Committee is currently testing Ken’s work and
will announce this document in the coming months.

In April, the Committee assisted in an electronic ballot for the new officers and approval of
changes to the Bylaws and Policy and Procedures Manual. The first-ever electronic ballot was a
great success. The use of the Qualtrics tool is now available for future PURA ballots and
surveys.

A project to expand the PURA Newsletter email list brought out some additional opportunities
in January. The Purdue Development Office (UDO) is the source for PURA email data. UDO was
in the process of moving their database to a new Salesforce application. This change
presented the opportunity to use Salesforce tools for emailing the PURA Newsletter. The
change allowed for better formatting options and moving to ADA compliant email. A great
effort by the Communications Committee, the Media Communications Committee, and UDO
brought this to reality. The stage is now set to get back to the email list question and locate
retirees who are not currently receiving the Newsletter.

A great deal of work on Zoom, email, and web pages will continue into 2021-22 but the
Committee is excited to meet those challenges.

Committee Members

Scott Ksander, Chair



Julie Kercher-Updike
Ken Scheeringa

29



Treasurer’s Financial Committee 2020-21 Report — Coming in July
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